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all, the Duchesse de Berry could not be sobered, so
that it became necessary to carry her, drunk as she
was, to Versailles. All the servants saw her state, and
did not keep it to themselves; nevertheless, it was hid-
den from the King, from Monseigneur, and from Ma-
dame de Maintenon.

And now, having related this incident, let me turn
to Spain.

The events which took place in that country were
so important, that I have thought it best to relate them
in a continuous narrative without interruption. We
must go back to the commencement of the year, and
remember the dangerous state which Spain was thrown
into, delivered up to her own weakness, France being
too feeble to defend her; finding it difficult enough, in
fact, to defend herself, and willing to abandon her ally
entirely in the hope by this means to obtain peace,

Towards the end of March the King of Spain set out
from Madrid to put himself at the head of his army in
Aragon. Villadarias, one of his best and oldest gen-
eral officers, was chosen to command under him. The
King of Spain went from Saragossa to Lerida, where
he was received with acclamations by the people and
his army. He crossed the Segre on the I4th of May,
and advanced towards Balaguier, designing to lay
siege to it. But heavy rains falling and causing the
waters to rise, he was obliged to abandon his project.
Joined a month afterwards by troops arrived from
Flanders, he sought to attack the enemy, but was
obliged to content himself for the moment by scouring
the country, and taking some little towns where the
Archduke had established stores. All this time the